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Highlights of Press Briefing September 22, 2018

Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala, In-charge Communications Department, AICC
addressed the media at AICC Hdqgrs.
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A peeved and flummoxed Law Minister, Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad who has been a
counsel for Shri Anil Ambani in the past, dished out a cacophony of slander and
calumny to vent out his frustration and has tied himself in knots in verbal diarrhea of
lies.
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Claim 1: Law Minister & Defence Minister claim that PM Modi had no role in
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decision to grant Rs 30,000 Cr ‘Offset Contract’ to Shri Anil Ambani’s Reliance
Defence.

Answer 1: (i) The then French President, Mr. Francois Hollande clearly claimed in
an interview ‘Mediapart.fr' that in the new deal to purchase 36 aircrafts, Indian
Government proposed Anil Ambani’s Reliance Defence for the ‘Offset Contract’ and
the French Government didn't have a choice but to accept it. [Annexure A1].
Admittedly, this 36 aircraft deal was negotiated between the French President, Mr.
Francois Hollande & our Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi.

(ii) Neither Shri Narendra Modi, nor the French Government have stated that the
then French President, Mr. Francois Hollande is not right. Even today, Mr. Hollande
has re-confirmed his statement. Even Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad did not contradict it.

(iii) It is, thus, clear that PM, Shri Narendra Modi was sacrificing National Interests
as also interests of Government Company, HAL and was serving the interests of
Reliance Defence.
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Claim 2:As part of the conspiracy to obfuscate and divert, Law Minister & Defence
Ministry referred to a news article of February 2012 to say that Dassault Aviation
had signed a contract with Shri Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance Industries Limited to
execute the offset contract.

Answer 2: (i) This is totally false and utter rubbish being dished out, unfortunately
by Defence Ministry & Law Minister. No such contract or MoU was ever signed
between Dassault Aviation & Shri MukeshAmbani’'s company. They have the
records. We challenge the Law Minister & Defence Minister to make any such
record public. As there is no record, the lies will be exposed.

(ii) Truth is that, Dassault Aviation had entered into a Work-Share arrangement
with PSU, HAL. This is proved by

(@) In Annual Report 2013-14, Mr. Eric Trappier, CEO Dassault states that ‘Our
main partner is Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)' [Please See Page 3 of Annual
Report, Annexure A2]

(b) On 25™ March 2015, (just 17 days before PM Modi announced the purchase
of 36 Rafales on 10" April, 2015), Dassault CEO, Mr. Eric Trappier, in the presence
of Chief of Indian Air Force & HAL Chairman, stated that negotiations with HAL are
at final stage and “contract finalisation and signature would come very soon”
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[Please See Annexure A3]
(c) On13™ March 2014, a ‘Work share Agreement’ was signed between HAL
and Dassault Aviation. [Please See Annexure A4]
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Fo| 4R 3, Law Minister claims that price of Rafale aircrafts is ‘secret’ and cannot
be disclosed. 3R I 9 & ohgd & fob & wsg &d it 81 Teh d¥w 3119 ohg 3@ & Ahe 8,
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2012 hl eIl UT| A H3ll A {3 & o A4 o7, 31U uig IR Feglet AR & b I9H L-
1¢E: H Athel AT AT, HiUT o 9T H| IGh! dNTd 526 Hde At 3R F 3yl French
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Claim 3 Law Minister claims that price of Rafale aircrafts is ‘secret’ and cannot be
disclosed. In the same breath, he claims that price of Rafale aircrafts is less .

Answer 3: (i) As admitted by Law Minister, the international tender for purchase of
126 aircrafts was finalized by Congress-UPA on 12.12.2012. Even Law Minister has
said that Rafale was L1. This price was Rs 526 Cr. [Relevant extract from the ‘2014
Finance Bill: Defense: Equipment of the Forces and Technological Excellence of the
Defense Industries’ from the French Senate is attached as Annexure 4A (French)
and Annexure 4B (English). Link is - http://www.senat.fr/rap/a13-158-8/a13-158-

814.html]

(i) Price per aircraft of 36 aircrafts bought by Modi Govt is Rs 1670.70 Cr per
aircraft or Euro 7.5 Billion. This price has been disclosed by Dassault Aviation in its
Annual Report, 2016 and by Reliance in its Press Release dated 16.2.2017
[Annexure A5 & Annexure A6] What is the reason for a 300% increase in the price? If
Dassault& Reliance can tell the price, why can't Government of India?

(iii) Why did Modi Govt, thus pay an extra amount Rs 41,2015 Crore out of the
public exchequer for 36 Rafale aircrafts?

&t AT, I H3l - F g al T fhar die-a-ie o & itd & 99g # @de 1Y Sigr
ﬂ:ITTﬁE-ﬁQﬁ 1 &g o1, 71 o o, 1 Basa &, Joy ride o U @<ieT AT U1 399 weT
310 3R RIRAYUT NS Teh TR-GRIFT I Hall o ZIRT 8l 8l Aol Hehdl | Sifch 3ATY I Hll
B & Tgl, 31T TIRWIY I credibility, competence & integrity @&t gHIdt & @ &, St
el AFd B

RFP St 28.8.2007 ol SRt §3HT o1, SIET &l H3ll 7 dardml 3R df 3§ U oid &R Ug I
TS USHR ardt e, @t @t 3 wrd fF 39 RFP & & forar &, @ it's a fully loaded Aircraft,
that's mean weaponry, avionics and ‘Transfer of Technology'. & RFP -1 3834

TIRGIE 7 ‘Air Staff Qualitative Requirements’ ASQR, =TT, fSiad 3I=8i4 a1 Specific
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